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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, April 17, 2013 

8:00 PM 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:25 PM, Wednesday, April 17, 
2013 at the Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman 
MacDonald. 
 
Members Present: Chairman James MacDonald 
    Patty Kiernan 
    Bruce Hartleben 
 
Members Absent: Andrea Eisenberg 
 
Staff Present:  None 
 
Staff Absent:  Robert Melillo 
 
Chairman MacDonald explained that the applicant for tonight’s 
returning case could not attend the meeting but felt that the Board 
could have a discussion about that case anyway.  However, the Board 
would entertain the new case first and then later discuss the returning 
case. 
 
New Cases: 
 
1. Little Kebab Station    Case #ARB13-11 
 31 East Main Street    New Storefront 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
    
Chairman MacDonald called Little Kebab Station.  Viktor Solarik, 
Architect and Bonnie Saran, business owner, appeared before the 
Board. 
 
Mr. Solarik explained that they are looking to modify the storefront for 
this business.  He explained the existing storefront is old with single 
glass.  He showed the Board the existing layout and the proposed 
layout/floor plan.  He said they want to replace the whole store front 
with more energy efficient, insulated glass and shift the door to the 
left leaving larger glass on the right hand side.    The frame will be 
anodized aluminum in a 2” x 4” standard size.  The frame will be 
painted to match the storefront next to this business. He said with the 
current storefront configuration, the entrance door is located in the 
center and is opening and closing all the time, leaving the store cold 
and drafty.  By moving the door to the left, they can arrange all of 
their seating in the same area and improve the flow of traffic in and 
out of the store. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the existing air conditioning unit would 
be remaining above the door and if there would be any way to make 
that disappear.  Ms. Saran explained that the problem is that she only 
has 60 amps of electric service in the store and this unit is used for air 
conditioning and heating.  She would have to upgrade the electric to 
change that. Mr. Solarik said the new door and the panel above it 
would be recessed back and painted the same color to match the 
storefront so it is much less visible.  There will be no change to the 
awning.  
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Chairman MacDonald said he is concerned with the durability of stucco 
proposed for under the window.  Mr. Solarik said that the cement 
stucco they are proposing is very durable.  Chairman MacDonald asked 
if they considered using metal instead.  Mr. Solarik said it gets kicked 
in and dented.  He said they could use brick and paint it brown or use 
the cement stucco.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the horizontals are coming down.  Mr. 
Solarik said as it is set up now, it doesn’t line up with anything.  He is 
lining them up with the top of the door so the head of the door goes 
straight across and also gives them an opportunity on the inside of the 
store to put some shading up.  There is very strong light in the 
afternoons and customers are kind of blinded so they are considering 
shades. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if they are going to paint the frame again.  
Ms. Saran said she would paint it the frame again to match her store.  
She said she would like to change the awning to match her other two 
businesses.  Mr. Solarik asked the Board how they feel about it.  The 
Board did not have an issue with them returning with a new package 
for the building showing changes to the awnings and how they would 
handle the storefront above the awning. 
 
Motion:  Patty Kiernan made the motion to accept the proposed 
changes for Little Kebab Station as presented.  Bruce Hartleben 
seconded the motion.  All ayes.   
 
Returning Case: 
 
1. Westchester House & Home  Case #ARB11-4 
 65 So. Moger Avenue    Modify Signage 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549   
 
Chairman MacDonald explained that the Building Department reached 
out to him a couple of weeks ago as to whether Westchester House & 
Home should come before the Board again.  He said based on the time 
that the Board put in previously to the sign package, he felt they 
should come back.  Unfortunately, the applicant could not be at the 
meeting tonight but Chairman MacDonald said it is worth discussing 
the proposal. 
 
He said the current signs have an aluminum finish with brass letters 
and when the sun hits the sign, you really can’t read it.  The reflection 
just melds the letters and the background.  Chairman MacDonald said 
the applicant is proposing to keep the form of the sign, same letters 
and same font, to take it down and take it to the shop and shop paint 
it.  He is proposing black background with white letters.  Ms. Tipa said 
initially the applicant had a couple of color choices but has really 
settled on the black background with white letters.  He is frustrated 
and disappointed with the sign because of the glare and he has 
invested about $10,000 in the signs and he wants to get his 
investment.  Both of the entrances of the businesses are affected by 
morning and afternoon sunlight.  Ms. Tipa indicated the applicant is 
open to either a matte or gloss finish.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said he doesn’t have a concern with the change 
but would not want it field-painted.  He said he doesn’t have a 
preference for matte or gloss finish.  Patty Kiernan said she thought 
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matte would probably be better.  Bruce Hartleben said if glare is a 
problem he would be concerned that a shiny finish would still have 
glare.  He suggested a matte background with gloss letters.  Chairman 
MacDonald said the edging lighting on the signs would remain. 
 
The Board agreed that they should allow the applicant to move 
forward and vote on the application. 
 
Motion:  Bruce Hartleben made a motion to accept the changes 
for Westchester House and Home as submitted.  He would 
recommend a black matte finish with white glossy letters.  
Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes.   
 
Minutes: 
 
February 20, 2013: 
 
Motion:  Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve the minutes 
of February 20, 2013.  Chairman MacDonald seconded the 
motion.  All ayes. 
 
March 20, 2013:  
 
Motion:  Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve the minutes 
of March 20, 2013.  Chairman MacDonald seconded the motion.  
All ayes. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
1. Memo from Assistant Building Inspector, Rob Melillo, dated 4/12/13 

regarding 77 Willetts Road. 
 
Ms. Tipa explained that a property on Willetts Road had gone before 
the ARB and received approval for an addition.  The construction has 
been completed and the applicants have applied for their CO.  During 
the final inspection, it was determined that what was approved is not 
what was installed completely.  There were changes.  She said Mr. 
Melillo provided a letter to the Board outlining the changes and is 
asking whether or not the Board feels the applicants should come back 
for re-approval.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said he went by the residence today and then 
looked at what the Board had approved.  He said he troubled by the 
fact that the amount of changes that were made without the 
knowledge of anyone, especially on the part of the architect who 
should know better to come back.  He added some of the changes are 
an improvement and some are not.  He said his first reaction was if it’s 
just in the rear it’s probably not going to be an issue for the Board.  
But some of the changes are on the front of the house.  The Board 
reviewed the approved drawings.  Chairman MacDonald said he feels 
they should come back to the Board.  He pointed the changes to the 
Board members – all the long windows on the addition went to short 
windows.  He said no raised paneling was installed under the windows.  
The front door was changed from a single door with sidelights.  The 
front door on the plan had two double hung windows that were 
removed.  He said that change was an improvement in his opinion. 
 
Ms. Tipa said the Assistant Building Inspector would be requesting the 
applicants to update the plans and come back to the Board.  Chairman 
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MacDonald said it’s a bad precedent.  He said people are investing in 
that neighborhood and this is cutting corners and he feels the Board 
needs to react.  He feels the applicants should come back and explain 
what has happened, especially the architect.  He said the changes took 
something with a bit of character to it and now it’s a bit more vanilla. 
He added that he wasn’t sure if the shutters were there or not.   
 
Chairman MacDonald requested counsel from the Village Attorney as 
to expecting the applicant to return to the Board for re-approval and to 
indicate that a status quo – as-built approval expectation is not going 
to be received well.  Ms. Tipa said she would forward that information 
to the Village Attorney and ask for his response to the Board’s 
questions. 
 
2.  Asiana Buffet:   
 
Chairman MacDonald indicated that there was another issue he wished 
to discuss with the Board.  With regard to Asiana Buffet who was 
before the Board in February, the approved signage has not been 
installed as approved.  In addition, the awning on the building, which 
was part of the sign package, has been removed.  The business owner 
has also added new electrical conduit on the outside of the building for 
the gooseneck lights, which he feels is problematic.  The last point is 
the fasteners for the sign were to be hidden.  He feels that this 
storefront seems to have regressed from it’s earlier approvals.  He 
asked if the Village could find out from the applicant what happened 
and express the concerns of the Board.  Ms. Tipa indicated that she 
would have this item looked into. 
  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
/pat 


